


IN THE COMMUNITY (continued)

East Village Block Party, May 24, 2008 >
Downtown Friendship Centre

Chris Ollenberger, President and CEO of CMLC was
interviewed by CTV at the annual East Village block
party. CMLC donated coffee and ice cream.

SAIT East Village Design Project }
CMLC'’s Sheenah Rogers, Communications and
Marketing Manager, and Chris Ollenberger, President
and CEO, check out some of the innovative designs by
the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology’s (SAIT’s)
Architectural Technology Students. Fifty-six students
were given the challenge to design a mid-density housing
project for the East Village. All of the student designs are
on display at CMLC headquarters.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

CMLC is working on several major developments and other
exciting projects that will rejuvenate the East Village. Here is
an overview:

Recently, CMLC won the prestigious Lion’s
Award for the careful and respectful
renovation of the Simmons Building.

The Simmons Building

Built in 1912, the Simmons Building
was home to the Simmons Factory
Warehouse before flooding forced
the business to move out in 1966.

Following an extensive
renovation this past year,
the CMLC team moved into
this historic building. In the
future, it will be symbolic

of the redevelopment
occurring today and an
important hub within the
revitalized East Village.

To the left: Before and
after photos of the
Simmons Building

King Eddie and Cantos

Dating back to 1905, the King Edward Hotel was Calgary’s
oldest operating hotel until it closed in 2004. In the early
1980s, the “King Eddie” gained international fame as one

of the top blues bars in North America hosting such legends
as John Hammond, Muddy Waters, BB King and Otis Rush.
Cantos Music Foundation has been chosen by CMLC to work
with us to breathe life back into this Calgary landmark. Cantos
is working on the plans and vision for their new home. More
information will be unveiled in the coming months.

To the right: The King Edward Hotel today

“Cantos Music
Foundation’s move into
the King Eddie will be a
great kick start and catalyst
for the East Village and

it is going to be achieved
through the power

of music.”

Andrew Mosker, Executive Director,
Cantos Music Foundation.

Safeway Block Archaeological Dig
CMLC is committed to archiving and
preserving the rich history of the East Village.
An archaeological dig has been underway
since Fall 2007 and was recently completed.
We have made some interesting finds
including three 3000+ year-old tee pee rings
used by First Nations people. We think it is
very telling that people have made a home in
the East Village for over 3000 years!

To the right: A worker holds a stone used to
make tools by First Nations people found at the site.

—————

Riverwalk ' .
| A Master Plan for the redevelopment of the Riverwalk is now

complete and further detailed designs are undgrway. Thg
s how the four-kilometre Riverwalk will be

| ster Plan outline:
S on for

" the jewel of the Rivers District. It will becomg a destinati
all Calgarians to take a stroll, experience public fart, eat Iun.ch,
participate in events or just relax by the rivers. Riverwalk will
link Chinatown to the Macleod Trail/Lindsay Park area along the
Bow and Elbow Rivers. The Riverwalk Master Plan, developed
by CMLC and Stantec Consulting, with input from the
Riverwalk Advisory Committee, can be downloaded frf)m the

CMLC website. Key stakeholders and the general pulf)llc were
essential in providing input and approval to the plan that will make the

Riverwalk the true pulse of Calgary.

As part of the redevelopment of the East Village, there is currently river

pathway closures in certain areas along the Bow River and detours.
have been identified through signage. Please visit the CMLC website

for more information or dial 311.

East Village Stormpond - The Rivers District Stormwater Wetland

A first for downtown Calgary, CMLC built a new stormwater 5
treatment facility at the edge of Fort Calgary. The treatment facility
uses careful engineering and wetland plantings to clean stormwater
runoff from the streets. Work on the project included the remgval of
environmentally impacted soils, installation of storm sewer p|p|'ng e?nd
the construction of a pedestrian bridge and outlook. Not f)nly is thIS-
treatment facility environmentally responsible, but will
invigorate this area for Calgarians with new ‘pathways,
landscaping, and signage that will guide residents
through a stormwater wetland. The pond is curren.tly
being landscaped and is expected to be complete in

Fall 2008.

gth Avenue Conversion
Ninth Avenue, between 3rd and 4th Avenues S.E. has

been converted to accommodate two-way traffic. This
change provides better access in and out of the East
village and is part of the overall plan for the future

4th Street underpass.

8th Avenue Construction o
Over the next few months, there will be a significant

amount of construction activity in the area and on 8th.
Avenue S.E., between 6th Street and 4th Street SE This
area will be the first in the East Village to get a major
“face-lift”” and showcases a New road, wider sidewalks,
new landscaping and new lighting. The new and improved
gth Avenue is going to be full of character with a focus on

pedestrian mobility.

For more details on these and other
projects, visit www.calgarymlc.ca, send
an email to rivers@calgarycmic.ca, or
phone 403-718-0300 or 311.

EAST VILLAGE ARCHIVES

During the rejuvenation of the historical Simmons Building,
CMLC crews dug up a Calgary Herald newspaper from 1912!
The East Village is rich in history and full of Calgary’s stories.

To the right: A 1912
edition of The Calgary
Herald found during
the Simmons

Building rejuvenation

COMMUNITY PROFILE

BJ Annis, owner of BJ’'s Gym

When did you arrive in the East Village?

| opened BJ’s Gym back in 1972. I've raised a family and
lived on the property for over 35 years.

Why did you open BJ's Gym?

| used to visit Calgary from Hawaii to go skiing. | noticed
that there wasn’t another heavy-duty weightlifting gym
in the city, so | saw an opportunity.

What do you like about the East Village?

| knew that the East Village had development potential
because Calgary has a finite downtown. Opening

the gym in the East Village was also a real estate
investment for me.

What do you think about
the East Village redevelopment?

I’ve been heavily involved in
the community and have been
waiting for this to happen.
CMLC’s Chris Ollenberger

and his team are getting
things done at warp speed
and Mayor Dave Bronconnier is visionary. | couldn’t

be happier to see this happen in my lifetime. This is
going to be a golden opportunity, not only for me to
build the business of my dreams, but to leave a legacy
in a community that | have been calling home for over
35 years!

BJ Annis, Owner of BJ’g Gym



