
YOUR INPUT. YOUR LIBRARY!

The New Central Library has been imagined and designed from the 
feedback of thousands of Calgarians. You told us your needs and 
wants, your hopes and dreams. Now come inside and see how your 
input is building a 236,000 sq. ft. landmark!
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View of the New Central Library from the City Hall LRT platform. 

A NEW CENTRAL LANDMARK. 
YOUR NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY. 



“ “

The New Central Library will be an architectural landmark that’s as spectacular as it is hard-working. 

Public consultation told us that Calgarians wanted a library 

with a wide range of gathering places, and the plaza at the 

western entrance of the NCL (opposite page) is an example 

of innovative public space. Architect Craig Dykers of 

Snøhetta says that the exterior and street life surrounding 

the library is just as much a part of the building as the 

interior. The outdoor plaza is really the library’s first room, 

an invitation into the building from the burgeoning new 

community of East Village and the bustling centre city core 

to the west. It makes the NCL experience begin before you 

even set foot inside. There’ll also be space for bikes and 

easy access for all library users.  

Another key criteria for Calgarians was a library with 

plenty of natural light, and the NCL’s exterior brings 

both daylight and sophisticated design to the building. 

Snøhetta and DIALOG were inspired by Calgary’s snow 

drifts and Chinook clouds to create a geometry of cube 

shapes that mimic the natural phenomena. The hexagonal 

geometry was fashioned into both opaque and transparent 

surfaces to reach the desired 40% window to 60% wall 

ratio. Gradations of clear and fritted glass create a unique 

skin for the NCL, and let library-goers find space with 

the amount of light they desire. Best of all, the hexagonal 

system has proven to be very cost-effective.      

YOUR NEW CENTRAL WOW

YOUR NEW CENTRAL DESTINATION
Globally-renowned architects Snøhetta of Oslo and DIALOG 

from Calgary were announced as prime design consultants for 

the New Central Library late in 2013. Since then, they’ve been 

pondering the exciting and challenging site and the input of 

16,000 Calgarians in order to design a civic institution that 

will be the chief cultural and community incubator and the 

hub of an engaged and dynamic Calgary for the next hundred 

years. The result is a spectacular meeting, gathering, learning, 

sharing and exploring place for people from all walks of life – 

and a building of which we can all be proud. 

Libraries are magical places, and they’re a testimony to democracy and a civil 
society. When you invest in your library system, you show the values of your 
city. Calgarians were very clear that they wanted that investment; we truly love 
our libraries. – Druh Farrell, councillor, Ward 7
““We want the building to be beautiful, no doubt about it. But what drives us is 

creating a ‘Social Monument’ where people remember the experience they had – 
who they met, what they discovered – more than what the building looks like.  
– Craig Dykers, architect, co-founder, Snøhetta 

From left: Michael Brown, CEO 
of CMLC, Janet Hutchinson, chair 
of the public library board, Druh 
Farrell, councillor of  
Ward 7, Craig Dykers, architect, 
Snøhetta, Lyle Edwards, chairman 
of the board, CMLC, Rob 
Adamson, architect, DIALOG
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View of the New Central Library’s “Urban Entry” from 3rd St. and 9th Ave. SE.



A NEW CENTRAL INSPIRATION.              
YOUR NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY. 
You asked for a lot from your New Central 
Library. And your NCL will deliver. 

• A welcoming place for Calgarians of every age, ability, ethnic 

origin and financial capability.

• A landmark building that exemplifies design excellence.

• An open and welcoming structure connected to  

the streetscape.

• A functional and flexible building that can adapt to the future 

programmatic needs of the Calgary Public Library.

• A venue for public art, performances and cultural enrichment 

and innovation. 

• A place every Calgarian wants to be; an institution with 

something for everyone.

• A source of civic pride for Calgarians and a destination for 

visitors to Calgary.

• An example of best-in-class project and procurement 

management practices.

YOUR NEW  
CENTRAL HANGOUT

YOUR NEW  
CENTRAL PLAYGROUND

YOUR NEW 
CENTRAL PARTNER

Teenagers were abundantly clear about what they 

wanted – a room of their own. The NCL gives them 

space to grow. They’ll get:

• New technology and ability to borrow laptops  

and tablets.

• Furniture they can get comfortable in.

• Programs and clubs to explore talents music 

recording, acting and more.

• Opportunities to connect with peers or enjoy  

solo activities.

Young children need room to move and stimulus to help 

them grow. Bill Ptacek, the new CEO of the Calgary Public 

Library, says that the NCL team wants to incorporate the 

best new ideas from many fields, and has been inspired by 

some of the world’s foremost children’s attractions and 

retail spaces. Kids’ spaces will: 

• Be bright, modern and colourful.

• Easy to find and kid-sized.

• Have imaginative storybook features,  

toys and equipment.

Librarians of the 21st century are 

your guides and expert partners on 

your quest for information, learning 

and help. Ellen Humphrey, deputy 

CEO of the Calgary Public Library 

and a longtime librarian herself, says 

that, “Curiosity has always been 

a characteristic of librarians. And 

that’s truer tomorrow than it was 

yesterday.” The NCL’s librarians can 

guide you to:

• Better access to collections.

• More copies of traditional collections.

• Access to educational databases.

• Non-traditional collections: Toys! 

Tools! Artwork!

• Services and staff in non-traditional 

spaces, such as at malls and events.

““We all need to be challenged and we 
all want to play. The NCL is designed 
to offer both. In this space, we will 
provide an experience for people 
that they can’t find anywhere else. 
Something so special that Calgarians 
will say, wow, I have to bring my 
family down here.  
– Bill Ptacek, CEO, Calgary Public Library

Craig Dykers, architect, co-founder, Snøhetta

Bill Ptacek, CEO, Calgary Public Library  
Ellen Humphrey, deputy CEO, Calgary Public Library

Rob Adamson, architect, principal, DIALOG

Space specifically designed to encourage young minds to grow.

Grand Atrium of the New Central Library

Illustration: MIR.

Illustration: MIR.



9 Ave. SE

8 Ave. SE

6 Ave. SE

7 Ave. SE

City 
Hall

Olympic Park

5 Ave. SE

3
 S

t. S
E

1 S
t. S

E

M
a
c
le

o
d

 T
ra

il S
E

4
 S

t. S
E

NCL
BUILD
SITE

LRT 
STATION

Construction on the New Central 

Library means we’ll all have to 

adjust our walking and driving 

habits to accommodate the work.

Pedestrians, please note that the 

pathways from the western end 

of the 8th Ave. cul-de-sac will be 

re-routed/closed around our live 

construction site. We suggest that 

you walk along 7th Ave. SE or 9th 

Ave. SE to access the LRT at the 

City Hall station. Follow the signs! 

The NCL connects and completes 

east and west downtown, and brings 

together corporate Calgary – the 

business district – and cultural Calgary 

– the current cultural corridor and 

the emerging East Village. That’s why 

the site, just east of City Hall, is so 

important. It’s a lynchpin between two 

worlds that were once separated by 

the blue behemoth of the municipal 

building. Councillor Druh Farrell, who 

has fought for East Village renewal for 

more than a decade, recalls “a big and 

somewhat desolate gap between City 

Hall on the edge of corporate downtown 

and Fort Calgary,” she says. 

Today, CMLC, the master developer 

of both East Village and the NCL, is 

ensuring that the gap is being fi lled 

with places all Calgarians can enjoy, like 

RiverWalk™, parks, exciting streetscapes 

and a wide range of events and 

programming. The role of the NCL is 

key: Stuart Dalgleish, general manager 

for Community Services and Protective 

Services at the City of Calgary, wants

the New Central Library to be a portal 

that “provides an opportunity for people 

to pass beyond the municipal building 

and connect to the growing world of 

East Village.” 

CMLC wanted to connect Calgarians 

to the New Central Library even 

during construction – so with the 

help of our good neighbours at Bow 

Valley College, we’ve installed a live 

construction camera on the southeast 

corner of the South Campus Building. 

The construction cam gives Calgarians 

a bird’s eye view of the site during the 

LRT encapsulation program, and will 

keep residents linked to the excitement 

of building construction for the next 

several years. 

WALK THIS WAY

recommended walking routes

For more information, contact Calgary Municipal Land Corporation 
at 403.718.0300 or calgarymlc.ca/NCL In partnership with:

A NEW CENTRAL CONNECTION. 
YOUR NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY. 

““This building succeeds in connecting City Hall to 
East Village after years of separation. And the design 
solution is absolutely unique to the site. 
- Kate Thompson, development director, CMLC
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View from the construction cam located on Bow Valley College. 
Follow construction progress in real time at calgarymlc.ca/ncl

Looking west through the chinook-arch-inspired 
entry from the 8th Ave. cul-de-sac in EV.




