
HOTEL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

Beside Expanded Convention Venue In Calgary’s 

New Culture And Entertainment District
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SEEKING DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS FOR



In parallel with design and construction of a $500-million expansion 

that will transform Calgary’s BMO Convention Centre into a Tier 1 global 

convention venue, CMLC and Calgary Stampede are seeking proposals 

from developers qualified to build an adjacent 600-key hotel.

Beyond servicing the needs of the BMO Centre’s global clientele, the 

hotel will be situated at the heart of the Culture and Entertainment 

District now taking shape in downtown Calgary’s east end. It will cater 

to visitors of the Calgary Stampede, the Scotiabank Saddledome, Arts 

Commons, the new Central Library, Studio Bell and numerous other 

cultural and entertainment venues in the area.

INTRODUCTION

This land opportunity isn’t rare. 

It’s one of a kind.





BACKGROUND + CONTEXT

In 2007, the City created CMLC—Calgary Municipal 

Land Corporation—to redevelop Calgary’s East Village 

neighbourhood from the ground up—a monumental 

undertaking to be delivered over 20 years.

In the 12 years since, we’ve built unstoppable 

momentum in recreating East Village as a desirable, 

walkable, livable riverside destination. The 

transformation has been staggering, inspiring and 

affirming: the city’s oldest neighbourhood—and for 

decades its most neglected and downtrodden one—has 

been reborn, and the new East Village is transforming 

downtown Calgary’s skyline. What’s happening here 

is demonstrating—dramatically—what can happen 

when you combine strategy, collaboration, creativity, 

determination, passion and plain old hard work.

Just take a look at the bottom line: since 2007, 

CMLC’s investment of $396 million into infrastructure 

improvements in East Village has attracted nearly  

$3 billion in private investment.

And the next exciting chapter in the Rivers District  

story has now begun…

QUICK FACTS

The Community Revitalization Levy (CRL)— 

an innovative funding mechanism that 

enables CMLC’s infrastructure work—was 

extended from 20 years to 40 years  

(2007-2047) to allow for the continued 

investment required to realize the master 

plan vision for the Rivers District. 

In 2016, CMLC put up $150 million to kickstart 

the transformation of east Victoria Park.

Approximately 3.6 million people visit 

Stampede Park every year, year-round.

The City approved the Rivers District Master 

Plan in December 2018.



THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP

CMLC and Calgary Stampede (CS) have been 

neighbours—literally—since 2007, when team CMLC 

took up residence in East Village and got busy 

transforming the east end of downtown Calgary.

Like all good neighbours, our organizations have had 

many occasions over the years to collaborate; and in 

2016, we signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 

align planning and development efforts to help realize 

Stampede Park’s concept vision and its integration 

with the Rivers District Master Plan.

In December 2018, we took our relationship to the 

next level by entering into marketing and development 

agreements with CS.

On behalf of CS, CMLC is managing the process of 

selecting a partner for this major hotel development 

opportunity.

In 2016, with momentum in East Village well 

underway, CMLC began developing the Rivers District 

Master Plan, or RDMP—a strategic plan to guide 

redevelopment in east Victoria Park—a 286-acre 

portion of the Rivers District that includes Stampede 

Park and is envisioned as Calgary’s Culture and 

Entertainment District.

The RDMP is a bold 20-year plan that will bring 

more than 8,000 new residents to the community 

and add approximately 4,000,000 SF of mixed-use 

development. It also envisions major developments 

like the recently announced expansion of the BMO 

Convention Centre, a potential new Event Centre and 

creation of a retail corridor along Stampede Trail, all 

supported by improved transportation connections 

and the LRT Green Line extension.

Over time, as investment and development progress, 

the RDMP will guide and accommodate a variety of 

entertainment and cultural amenities and uses for this, 

the heart—and the heartbeat—of Calgary’s Culture and 

Entertainment District.



ABOUT CMLC

CMLC was incorporated in 2007 as a wholly owned 

subsidiary of the City of Calgary to implement and 

execute the Rivers District Community Revitalization 

Plan—a public infrastructure program designed to 

kick-start urban renewal in Calgary’s underutilized 

and underappreciated east side. (The Rivers District 

encompasses the areas known at East Village, east 

Victoria Park and Stampede Park.)

As the City’s ambitions for the Rivers District move ever 

closer to fruition, Calgary’s reputation as one of the 

world’s best places to live, work and visit is galvanizing.

The passionate, experienced placemaking underway 

for the past dozen years is bringing new energy to old 

neighbourhoods, creating credibility and confidence 

in residents and investors alike, and inspiring our 

communities to build, grow and believe.

ABOUT CALGARY STAMPEDE

The Calgary Stampede is a world-class, year-round 

gathering place in the heart of Calgary. As a not-for-

profit community organization that preserves and 

celebrates western heritage, culture and community 

spirit, they are driven by the core values of western 

hospitality, integrity, pride of place, and commitment 

to the community.

The Calgary Stampede brand has been a well-known 

community symbol for over a century. While its 

acronym, CS, stands for Calgary Stampede, it has also 

come to symbolize Community Spirit and the belief 

that We’re Greatest Together.

Creating a world-class, year-round gathering place  

for the community.



BMO CENTRE EXPANSION 

BMO Centre has been Calgary’s premier venue for 

consumer and trade shows, special events, meetings 

and conferences since it was built in 1982. Expansions 

in 2000 and 2009 brought the facility to 250,000 SF 

of exhibition space and 7,000 SF of meeting space 

along with a 12,000 SF ballroom.

Further expansion and modernization of the BMO 

Centre is a key component of the Rivers District Master 

Plan and an important catalyst toward establishing 

downtown Calgary’s east end as the city’s Culture and 

Entertainment District.

A planned $500 million expansion of the BMO 

Centre—slated to begin in late spring 2019—will more 

than double its rentable space to 521,700 square feet, 

culminating in nearly one million square feet, making it 

the second largest meeting facility in the country after 

the Metro Toronto Convention Centre and positioning 

Calgary as a top destination in the highly competitive 

meetings and conventions market.



AN EXTRAORDINARY HOTEL 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

Along with the multitude of amenities, activities 

and attractions coming to the Rivers District comes 

an opportunity for a major hotelier to join the 

action right from the get-go—right in the centre  

of Calgary’s Culture and Entertainment District.

With a site located directly adjacent to the 

internationally recognized Stampede Park and 

(soon to be expanded) BMO Centre, the hotel will 

offer undeniably convenient accommodation to 

visitors of the Calgary Stampede, the Saddledome, 

Calgary Arts Commons and numerous other 

cultural and entertainment venues in the area.

We expect the hotel site to be construction-ready  

by December 2019.



DEVELOPMENT 
SITE

Hotel Study Site

Hotel Site

Municipal Site Address 

309 12 Avenue SE

Site area 

9,830.41 m2

Proposed 
Event 

Centre Site

Scotiabank 
Saddledome

Stampede 
Park 

BMO 
Convention 

Centre

Land Use 

Direct Control   

4Z2006 based on C-3 

General Commercial 

District (Bylaw 2P80) 

Discretionary Use 

Hotel
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12 Avenue SE

11 Avenue SE

17 Avenue SE
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4th Street Station
5 min walk time

Victoria Park Station
3 min walk time

HOTEL SITE 
CONTEXT

Transit & Road Connections

3 to 4 minutes to Red Line  

& Green Line LRT

Adjacent Major Routes  

(12 Avenue SE, Macleod Trail)



In your proposal, please address the following:

Your Vision

To the extent possible, describe the hotel you 

would like to build in east Victoria Park: number of 

rooms, market position, brand, management, food & 

beverage components, meeting space, retail space 

and any other elements you currently envision. 

Explain how your hotel will integrate with the vision 

articulated in the Rivers District Master Plan and with 

an expanded BMO Convention Centre.

Your Company & Experience

Tell us about yourself. Provide an overview of your 

company, your current operating model, your past 

successes and your capacity to engage. Include a 

profile of the project team.

Innovation

What makes your company qualified to make the 

most of this compelling development opportunity? 

Explain how you innovate in your approach to product, 

operations and marketing.

Conceptual Site Plan 

Provide a conceptual design to respond to the site 

context and the Rivers District Master Plan.

Why you?

Tell us why you are precisely the right developer for this 

incredible opportunity in east Victoria Park.

References

Provide three references with knowledge of your hotel 

development expertise. Include each referee’s name, 

title, company and contact information.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Proposal Requirements



Portfolio

Provide a list of the hotels your company has 

developed, including where, when, property size, food 

and beverage outlets, and other amenities. Also include 

the most recent Smith Travel Research data: Occupancy 

Index, ADR Index, RevPAR Index for trailing 12 months. 

Please indicate which properties are in your company’s 

current portfolio.

Selection Criteria

CMLC will select the developer most aligned with our 

aspirations for the Rivers District and most capable of 

delivering on our vision for this prime hotel site based 

on the following. We assign no specific weight to any 

criteria; submissions will be evaluated on the totality of 

their quality and credibility.

• Experience, expertise and credibility of 
the project team

• Demonstrated success of project team 
in completing similar projects

• Quality and professionalism of proposal

• Reference checks

Calgary Municipal Land Corporation 

c/o Kate Thompson 

430 – 8th Avenue SE 

Calgary, Alberta T2G 0L7

Please submit your proposal to: CMLC reserves the right to make 

changes or to withdraw its Request for 

Proposals at any time without notice.

No commitment on the part of CMLC 

exists under this RFP unless and until 

the Proponent receives official written 

confirmation from CMLC that it has been 

selected to complete the work.


